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Thirty Indicted for Traveling to New Mexico to Obtain False ID’s

Charleston, South Carolina ---- United States Attorney Bill Nettles stated today

that three federal indictments were unsealed, against a total of thirty defendants

involved in a scheme to illegally obtain driver’s licenses from New Mexico.  According

to the indictments, the defendants were in the United States illegally, and traveled from

South Carolina and surrounding areas to New Mexico to apply for New Mexico driver’s

licenses.  The indictments set out that New Mexico, unlike South Carolina, does not

require proof of U.S. citizenship to obtain a driver’s license.  It further sets out that the

defendants obtained false proof of New Mexico residency, such as utility bills, and

provided them to the New Mexico Motor Vehicle Department when applying for

driver’s licenses in New Mexico.  Those defendants would then return to the South
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Carolina area, and co-defendants living in New Mexico would later mail them the

fraudulently applied for and obtained New Mexico driver’s licenses.

Charged in one indictment are: ALMA ROSA ORTIZ-CALZADA, age 54, and JESUS

ORTIZ, age 29, both of Charleston, SC; IVON BARAY-LUNA, age 31, ALFRED PADILLA,

age 47, VICTOR ALVAREZ, age 25 and ELIZABETH LOPEZ a/k/a “La Guera” a/k/a

“Betty,” age 42, all of Albuquerque, NM; ALFREDO SAENZ, age 39, of Rio Rancho, NM

and YUSIMY VALDEZ a/k/a “Yusimi” a/k/a “Lusimy” and GABY LNU, both with

unknown ages and residences.

A second indictment charges:  MARCOS MEDINA-ZAVALETA, age 23, of Hanahan,

SC; CONCEPCION PRIETO-JUAREZ, age 29, ALEJANDRA TORRICOS-CUELLAR, age 20,

JUAN PABLO VALLADARES-MARTINEZ, age 31 and GUSTAVO TORRICOS-VARGAS, age

41, all of Charleston, SC; JOSE ALVAREZ-ROBLES, age 30, of Ladson, SC; JORGE

ALVAREZ-CHAVEZ, age 32 and LUIS ALVAREZ-ROBLES, age 22, both of North

Charleston, SC; GONZALO GARCIA-GINES, age 29, of Knoxville, TN; SALVADOR

HERNANDEZ-SANTILLAN, age 36, of Summerville, SC; and FABIAN SANCHEZ-

HERNANDEZ, age 32 and HORACIO JASSO-HERNANDEZ, age 35, both of Mt. Pleasant,

SC.

A third indictment charges:  BULMARO PEREZ-PEREZ, age 35, of Doraville, GA;

DARCO JORDAN-TAPIA, age 32 and MARISOL PANTOJA-LOREDO, age 23, both of

Charleston, SC; ROBERTO TREJO-LOPEZ, age 22 and ARTURO TREJO-LOPEZ, age 18,

both of Chantilly, VA; RUBEN TREJO-LOPEZ, age 24, of Centreville, VA; JESUS



OCTAVIANO-LEYVA, age 40, of Charlotte, NC; GABRIEL SOTELO, age 42, of North

Charleston, SC; and JOSE LUIS HERNANDEZ-DELGADO, age 28, of Knoxville, TN.

The indictments allege Conspiracy to Transfer False Identification Documents

and to Transport Illegal Aliens, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1028(f) and 8 U.S.C. §

1324(a)(1)(A)(v)(I); Producing and Transferring False Identification Documents under

18 U.S.C. § 1028(a)(1) and (2); and, Transporting Illegal Aliens, under 8 U.S.C. §

1324(a)(1)(A)(ii).  Conspiracy to Transfer, and to Produce, False Identity Documents,

as well as the Transfer and Production of those documents, each carry a maximum

sentence of 15 years imprisonment.  Conspiracy  to Transport Illegal Aliens, as well as

Transporting Illegal Aliens, both carry a maximum sentence of ten years imprisonment. 

  The indictments are the result of an investigation conducted by the Department

of Homeland Security, Immigration and Customs Enforcement and the New Mexico

Taxation and Revenue Department.  Assistant United States Attorney Nathan Williams

of the Charleston office is prosecuting the case.
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